[The "LINAC Knife": stereotactic radiotherapy with a linear accelerator].
Stereotactic radiosurgery stands for a high precision irradiation concept, which allows to deliver a high dose of ionizing radiation to the tumor volume. The characteristic steep dose fall-off immediately outside the target volume enables the selective destruction of small intracranial tumors while sharply minimizing the dose to the surrounding healthy tissue. This treatment modality is non-invasive and in general well tolerated with minimal side-effects. Especially for palliative concepts the short treatment time is of great importance.